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illustrated. 1890 edition. Excerpt: . . . then, in another voice, Make haste and take it before any one comes in.
Thanks, he said, coolly pocketing the money; you have rendered me an immense service. I am glad to hear it,
for I am afraid, as I told you yesterday, it would be the last one I should be able to render you. You dont speak
as kindly as you did yesterday, said Malloret, with rather a hard manner. Perhaps I dont feel the same. Women
vary, you know. However, I hope you will give me no further occasion for reproaches. I trust I shall never see
you aDer to-day. You are getting more impolite every minute, he said, with a disagreeable smile, and I have no
doubt that you will be surprised to hear that I have just been struck by an idea, which, however, I fear is not at
all in accordance with your wish. Would you like to hear it I suppose it is something fiendish. Fiendish I dont
expect much else from you. It is not fiendish. On the contrary, it would be an act of self-sacrifice on my part,
and be the means of assuring your security--from me, at any rate--for the rest of your life. Well, let me hear it,
she said, interested in spite of herself. Then he paused a few seconds, and, looking her straight in the face, said:
Why should I not marry your daughter Mrs. Maroni started. The proposition was so...
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