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indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: .people can more easily grasp the general principles of such a reform,
and more readily appreciate the equity of the system, when it is demonstrated to them by means of an actual
election in which they have taken part. Already some results of this direct method of propaganda may be
noted. In addition to the endorsement of the Trades and Labor Council mentioned above, the movement has
received support from other quarters. At the general meeting of the Ottawa Conservative Club, held on March
12th, five days after Mr. Hoag s address, Mr. N. Champagne, a controller of the city who is a very prominent
man in civic affairs, introduced a motion advocating the preferential ballot in selecting members as candidates
for the Provincial and Dominion elections. He stated that under the present regulation a candidate who got the
lowest number of votes dropped out, leaving the contest to be decided by other ballots. Therefore, he
advocated the use of a ballot whereon members could mark their first and second choice. After several
opinions were expressed it was agreed to allow the executive to deal with the matter and report back to the
annual meeting when a final decision will be reached. Again, in an address at the Forum on Sunday, March
14th, the week following Mr. Hoag s visit, Controller Harold Fisher, another of Ottawa s civic officials, speaking
on the subject of Municipal Government, stated that proportional representation was one of the reforms
much...
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