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Excerpt: . CHAPTER XIV. The condition of the tower on the
Bishop rock, with the erection of which structure the early
pages of this memoir so fully dealt, had, for many years prior
to 1882, caused no little anxiety to the authorities of the Trinity
House. There never was a work of the kind better constructed;
but the seas to which the building is exposed are, as has been
said, terrific. Thus, during a violent storm, a five
hundredweight fog bell, fixed on the gallery course a hundred
feet above high water, was torn from its attachments, and
hurled on to the rock; large pieces, --some of them weighing
half a hundredweight each, --were split from the lower external
blocks of granite, owing to the excessive strain on the structure
in rough weather; and the prisms of the optical apparatus
were, from the same cause,...
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